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STATE AND LOCAL OFFICIALS TO CELEBRATE ARKANSAS PUBLIC HEALTH WEEK IN HISTORIC DOWNTOWN ARGENTA, NORTH LITTLE ROCK
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North Little Rock, Ar.  72114
	MAYORS OFFICE
CITY OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK


Press Release

FIRST LADY GINGER BEEBE, ARKANSAS SURGEON GENERAL DR. JOE THOMPSON AND NORTH LITTLE ROCK MAYOR PAT HAYS TO ACKNOWLEDGE ARKANSAS PUBLIC HEALTH WEEK IN HISTORIC DOWNTOWN ARGENTA-ARGENTA MARKET SOFT OPENING 

LOCAL OFFICIALS JOIN PROPRIETOR JODY HARDIN TO RECOGNIZE END OF DOWNTOWN FOOD DESERT

North Little Rock AR, April 5, 2010:  Arkansas First Lady Ginger Beebe will join several public officials that will gather Thursday, April 8, 2010 at 10:30 AM at the west intersection of 6th and Main Street in historic downtown Argenta District to celebrate Arkansas Public Health Week at the location of the Argenta Market, a new grocery store at 521 Main Street in Argenta that focuses on local foods from local farmers.  Joining Mrs. Beebe will be Arkansas Surgeon General Dr. Joe Thompson, North Little Rock Mayor Patrick Hays and Certified Arkansas Farmers Markets President Jody Hardin.  Mayor Hays will present a Mayoral Proclamation.  The week of April 5-11, is National Public Health Week, and the theme is A Healthier America: One Community at a Time.

Mrs. Beebe has recently announced an initiative to combat child obesity in Arkansas.  The First Lady is currently working with several entities to develop an approach to combat childhood obesity in the Natural State.  She hopes to work with schools and parents to provide healthier menu options in cafeterias across the State and encourage children to make healthy food choices.  

Arkansas Surgeon General Dr. Joe Thompson serves as Director of the Arkansas Center for Health Improvement and Director of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Center to Prevent Childhood Obesity.  In addition, he is an associate professor in both the College of Medicine and the College of Public Health at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences, and a practicing general pediatrician at Arkansas Children’s Hospital.
North Little Rock Mayor Patrick Hays will present a Mayoral Proclamation recognizing Arkansas Public Health Week in North Little Rock and offer comments regarding the recently-launched North Little Rock Comprehensive Community Wellness Initiative entitled:  

[image: image1.emf]
The event will also recognize the contribution of Certified Arkansas Farmers Markets President Jody Hardin and commemorate the “soft opening” of the Argenta Market. Jody will also announce the 2010 opening of the Argenta Certified Arkansas Farmer’s Market.  The Argenta Certified Arkansas Farmers Market will open on Saturday April 17th.  The Farmers Market hours are from 7:00 am ’till noon Saturdays starting April 17th.  The market is located across the street from the Argenta Market on the corner of 6th & Main Streets in the Argenta District of downtown North Little Rock.
EVENT AGENDA

ARKANSAS PUBLIC HEALTH WEEK PRESS EVENT

ARGENTA MARKET SOFT OPENING
6th and Main Street, NLR, Ar.
THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 2010

10:30 AM 
Welcome:                                                                                        
    Michael Drake        Mayor’s Office of Sustainability
 

Recognition of Special Guests (Mrs. Beebe and others)                Michael Drake 
 




 

 Mayor’s Office of Sustainability

Introduction of Dr. Joe Thompson                          Surgeon General of Arkansas


Dr. Thompson will make comments addressing Arkansas Public Health Week

Introduction of NLR Mayor Patrick Hays                                          Michael Drake

Mayor Hays will make comments and present Arkansas Health Week in NLR Mayoral Proclamation.

         

Introduction of Jody Hardin, Argenta Market Proprietor                  Michael Drake

Jody Hardin will make comments.

Conclusion.  Guests will be invited to tour the Argenta Market.       Michael Drake
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