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Seat Belt Use 

Seat belt use is higher in states with stronger laws; a primary seat belt 
law can increase use by ten percentage points; for example, states with 
primary laws have shown increases in use from 74 to 85%. 

Seat belt use nationwide was 81%, while Arkansas’s rate was only 69%   
in 2006. 

Fatalities 
Each week, more than  11 people are likely to die in motor vehicle 
crashes in Arkansas.  Over a six-year period (2001–2006), 3,528 people 
were killed in crashes—an average of 588 people each year. 
More than 3 out of 5 (64%) of individuals who died were not using safety  

       restraints. 

 Incapacitating Injuries 
In addition to loss of life, thousands of Arkansans suffer incapacitating 
injuries as a result of traffic crashes.  
More than 3,000 individuals on average each year (2001–2006) sustain 
severe injuries in a crash. One-third of those seriously injured were not 
wearing safety restraints. 

Hospital Charges 
In 2006, approximately 5 out of every 1,000 belted drivers were 
hospitalized in Arkansas after a traffic crash compared with 56 out of 
every 1,000 unbelted drivers. 
Crash-related hospitalization charges were almost $174,000 for every 
1,000 belted drivers in a crash compared with more than  $2.7 million for 
every 1,000 unbelted drivers. 

Location 
More  fatalities, 71%, happened in rural counties compared with urban counties. 
Of the total 19,068 individuals who had incapacitating injuries from 2001–2006 on Arkansas roads, 64% of the crashes 
occurred in rural counties.  
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ACHI is a nonpartisan, independent, health policy center that serves as a catalyst to improve the health of Arkansans.  


